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group, should disdain patronage. They should seek justice,,
never favours. Therefore, the proper thing is for women,
as indeed for men, to advance the spread not of English
or Western education among them, but such education on
general lines through their provincial languages as will
fit them for the numerous duties of citizenship. For men
to take a lead in this much needed reform will not be a
matter of favour but a simple act of belated justice due to
women.

Uruli Kanchan, 30-3-'46
From Question Box
Harijan, 7-4-'46
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WHAT   ABOUT   WOMEN?
" I am glad to read your reply to the complaint that enough
women have not been put up for elections or selected for official
posts. You reply that merit should be the only criterion In the-
choice of candidates. Your dictum is perfectly correct and every
thinking man and woman will agree with it. There is a saying
that " neither age nor sex but merit alone should be the object of
adoration." The reality, however, is far from the truth. You are
not unaware that the maxim is everywhere observed in the
breach. Neither in the ministries and legislatures, nor in local
bodies is merit given first consideration in the matter of selection
of candidates. Considerations of caste, community and province
come into the picture and are the determining factors. The argu-
ment proffered in favour of such action is that none of these*
interests can be ignored. If the argument holds, what about the
interests of women ? In view of the maxim, does not the basis of
selection need clarification?"
The above is from the letter of an esteemed sister.
The sister's argument boils down to this, that where
everything is on a wrong basis another wrong will not
matter. But if we go on thus, the evil will grow and we
shall be hopelessly caught in a vicious circle. My appeal
to women, therefore, is that they should intelligently be-
come the personification of renunciation and thereby not